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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI'S CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
SAUNDERS 

1. AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI ON INSTRUCTIONS CALLED ON ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SAUNDERS MAY 24 TO DISCUSS THE ARAKANESE MUSLIM 
PROBLEM. SIDDIQI SAID OVER 150,000 HAD CROSSED THE BORDER 
EROM BURMA AND THOUSANDS MORE WERE COMING DAILY. HE CON- 
TENDED THAT THEY WERE BURMESE NATIONALS AND SPEAK BURMESE. 
BURMESE EORCES HAD ENGAGED IN RAPE, LOOTING AND BURNING OF 
VILLAGES. THE BDG HAS ASKED EOR DISCUSSIONS WITH BURMA AND 
OEFERED TO SEND A DIPLOMATIC DELEGATION TO RANGOON, BUT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM THE GOB. 
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2. SIDDIQI SAID HIS GOVERNMENT NEEDED OUR ASSISTANCE IN 
TWO WAYS: (I) HUMANITARIAN AID EOR THE PEOPLE INVOLVED, AND 
(2) POLITICAL ASSISTANCE IN SETTLING THE PROBLEM ITSELF. 

IN REGARD TO THE EORMER, SIDDIQI SAID THE UN SECGEN HAD 
NOMINATED THE UNHCR TO EACILITATE RELIEF. THE BDG PARTICU- 
LARLY NEEDS EOOD AND SHELTER, SUCH AS TENTS. MR. SAUNDERS 
RESPONDED THAT WE HAD ALREADY BEEN LOOKING INTO WAYS OE 
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PROVIDING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND WE WOULD URGENTLY 
ADDRESS THE PROBLEM. HE SUGGESTED THAT SPECIEIC REQUESTS 
FOR ASSISTANCE BE COORDINATED IN DACCA, BUT WE WOULD KEEP 

THE BANGLADESHIS HERE EULLY INEORMED. 

3. IN REGARD TO POINT 2, SIDDIQI ELABORATED BY SAYING THAT 
THE BDG PARTICULARLY LOOKED TO US BECAUSE OF OUR CONCERN 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HE NOTED THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE 
BURMESE CONSTITUTED A VERY SERIOUS VIOLATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS. MR. SAUNDERS POINTED OUT THAT WE DO NOT HAVE A 
GREAT DEAL OF INFLUENCE WITH THE BURMESE GOVERNMENT AND 
PERHAPS THE UNHCR COULD PLAY A USEFUL ROLE. WE WOULD, OF 
COURSE, CONSIDER THE AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST. 

4. AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI THEN TURNED TO THE QUESTION OF 
BANGLADESH'S CANDIDATURE FOR A SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT, 
POINTING OUT THAT THE ISLAMIC GROUP HAD ENDORSED BANGLADESH 
AND THE ASIAN GROUP WILL BE MEETING LATER TO CONSIDER THE 
MATTER. JAPAN IS ALSO A CANDIDATE, BUT IT HAS ALREADY HAD 

A TURN RECENTLY. MR. SAUNDERS REPLIED THAT FOLLOWING OUR 
REGULAR POLICY ON THESE MATTERS, WE WOULD WAIT FOR THE 
DECISION OF THE REGIONAL GROUP. 

5. AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI DESCRIBED AN FAO PROPOSAL FOR A 
REGIONAL CENTER OF INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
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BANGLADESH, WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED IN A FAO REGIONAL 
MEETING IN KUALA LAMPUR IN JUNE. WHEN AND IF THIS PROPOSAL 
COMES UP IN THE FAO GOVERNING BODIES, HE HOPES WE WILL 
SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS CENTER IN BANGLADESH. 

6. FINALLY, AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI NOTED THAT THE BANGLADESHIS 
HAVE "HEARD RUMORS" THAT THE US CANDIDATE, MAURICE WILLIAMS, 
MAY WITHDRAW FROM THE CONTEST TO HEAD THE WORLD FOOD COUN- 
CIL. IF THIS IS THE CASE, SIDDIQI HOPED THE US WOULD 

SUPPORT THE BANGLADESH CANDIDATE, SALAHUDDIN AHMED. ON 
BOTH THE LATTER POINTS, MR. SAUNDERS AGREED TO LOOK INTO 
THE MATTER. FYI - WILLIAMS HAS ABSOLUTELY NO INTENTION OF 
DROPPING OUT OF THE RACE AND WE WILL BE SO INFORMING 
AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI. CHRISTOPHER 
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